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Welcome 

Thank you all for joining us this morning, the 
following order of service is meant as a guide for 
you to have the words you might need, if you 
would like to join in with any part of this service. 
There will be the words to the Hymns we will 
sing, and the various responses to prayers and 
other elements of the service. Please take this 
order of service away with you after the service 
and do visit the farm again, if you would like to 
volunteer there are many options available just 
have a word with anyone who has spoken at the 
front today or a member of the Kirkstall Valley 
Farm team or someone from KVDT (Kirkstall 
Valley Development Trust).




Opening Statement 

Creator God, breathing your own life into our 
being, you give us the gift of life. You placed us 
on this earth with its flowers and fruits, minerals 
and waters, living creatures of grace and beauty. 
At harvest time the earth reaches the peak of its 
fruitfulness. It depends on us to praise you by 
harvesting its goods in ways which ensure there 
will be harvests in the future.

You gave us the care of the earth. 

Today you ask us: 


“Where are you?”


“What have you done?”


Silence. 



HYMN - Come ye thankful people come 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest home; 

all is safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin. 

God our Maker doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God's own temple, come, 

raise the song of harvest home. 


2 All the world is God's own field, 

fruit as praise to God we yield; 

wheat and tares together sown 

are to joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear; 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 


3 For the Lord our God shall come,

and shall take the harvest home; 

from the field shall in that day 

all offences purge away, 

giving angels charge at last 

in the fire the tares to cast; 

but the fruitful ears to store 

in the garner evermore. 




4 Even so, Lord, quickly come,

bring thy final harvest home; 

gather thou thy people in, 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there, forever purified, 

in thy presence to abide; 

come, with all thine angels, come, 

raise the glorious harvest home.


(United Methodist Hymnal, 1989)


Psalm 65 

You crown the year with your goodness,

and your paths overflow with plenty.

May the pastures of the wilderness flow with 
goodness,

and the hills be girded with joy.

May the meadows be clothed with flocks of 
sheep; and the valleys stand so thick with corn

That they shall laugh and sing.




Prayer for Forgiveness 

When we are unkind to people,

and forget they are God’s children.

Forgive us Lord! 

When we are careless with the beasts

and forget they are God’s creation.

Forgive us Lord! 

When we ill treat the land, and forget it is the 
splendour of God

Forgive us Lord! 

Forgive us, O God of love, and reconcile us to 
yourself, to one another and to the Creation.

Teach us, that the earth and all its fullness is 
yours, the world and those who dwell in it.


Remind us that your Son too enjoyed the fruits of 
harvest in Galilee and joins us now as we 
celebrate your good gifts together.


Call us yet again to safeguard the gift of life,

now and forever.

Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING 

Joel 2:21-28 (NRSVA)

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for 
the Lord has done great things! 
Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the 
pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree 
bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield.

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in 
the Lord your God; for he has given the early 
rain for your vindication, he has poured down for 
you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as 
before. 
The threshing-floors shall be full of grain, the vats 
shall overflow with wine and oil.

I will repay you for the years that the swarming 
locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and 
the cutter, my great army, which I sent against 
you.

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and 
praise the name of the Lord your God, who has 
dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall 
never again be put to shame. 
You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no 
other. 



And my people shall never again be put to 
shame.

Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and 
your young men shall see visions.


This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. 

All - Age Address 

HYMN - We plough the fields and 
scatter 

1. We plough the fields and scatter

The good seed on the land,

But it is fed and watered

By God's almighty hand.

He sends the snow in winter,

The warmth to swell the grain,

The breezes and the sunshine,

And soft refreshing rain.




All good gifts around us

Are sent from heav'n above;

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord

For all his love.


2.He only is the Maker

Of all things near and far;

He paints the wayside flower,

He lights the evening star;

The winds and waves obey him,

By him the birds are fed;

Much more to us, his children,

He gives our daily bread.


All good gifts around us

Are sent from heav'n above;

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord

For all his love.


3. We thank you, then, O Father,

For all things bright and good:

The seed-time and the harvest,

Our life, our health, our food;

Accept the gifts we offer




For all thy love imparts,

And what Thou most desirest, our humble, 
thankful hearts


All good gifts around us

Are sent from heav'n above;

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord

For all his love.


NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Matthew 13:1-9 (NRSVA)


That same day Jesus went out of the house and 
sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 
while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And 
he told them many things in parables, saying: 
‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they 
withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 



and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let 
anyone with ears listen!’


This is the word of the Lord!

Thanks be to God. 

SERMON 

HYMN - Praise and Thanksgiving 

Praise and thanksgiving,

Father, we offer,

For all things living

You have made good;

Harvest of sown fields,

Fruits of the orchard,

Hay from the mown fields,

blossom and wood.


Lord, bless the labour

We bring to serve you,

That with our neighbour




we may be fed.

Sowing or tilling,

We would work with you;

Harvesting, milling,

For daily bread.


Father, providing

Food for your children,

Your wisdom guiding

Teaches us share

One with another,

So that, rejoicing

With us, our brother

May know your care.


Then will your blessing

Reach every people;

Each one confessing

Your gracious hand.

When you are reigning

No one will hunger:

Your love sustaining

Fruitful the land.




Prayers and Responses 

For rain and sun and insects to pollinate crops; 
for farmers who work with nature and preserve 
the beauty and diversity of God’s creation; and 
for wild creatures which enjoy the harvest of 
berries, nuts, grains and seeds.

We give thanks, O God. 

For the soil, rich and precious, home to countless 
living creatures which maintain fertility and give 
us food and life.

We give thanks, O God. 

For growing awareness that we all depend on the 
earth for our daily food and fuel; and for the 
increasing numbers of people who want to eat 
local food and have closer links with food 
producers.

We give thanks, O God. 

For wisdom to live in ways that will slow down 
climate change and keep the rains falling in their 
due season.

O Lord hear our prayer. 



For caution in manipulating the building blocks of 
life in transferring genes between species.

O Lord hear our prayer. 

For grace to recognise we are part of God’s 
creation with responsibilities to care for God’s 
earth and our fellow creatures, including farm 
animals both during their lives and in their deaths 
at abattoirs.

O Lord hear our prayer. 

Bring peace to the killing fields of war, turn 
scorched earth to green, so that people can sow 
their seeds and harvest their crops and live in 
harmony with their neighbours.

Lord send forth your Spirit. 

Bring justice to those crushed by debt, forced to 
grow cash crops for us to consume, tempted to 
waste fertile land growing drugs and tobacco and 
denied access to land for growing their own food.

Lord, send forth your Spirit. 

Send us out into the world, in service to God’s 
creatures, as disciples of Jesus who blessed 
bread and wine at the Last Supper – bread which 
earth has given and human hands have made 



and wine, fruit of the vine and work of human 
hands.

Lord, send forth your Spirit. 

HYMN - For the beauty of the earth 

1. For the beauty of the earth

For the beauty of the skies

For the love

Which from our birth

Over and around us lies

Over and around us lies


Lord of all to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise


2. For the beauty of the hour

Of the day and of the night

Hill and vale

And tree and flower

Sun and moon and stars of light


Lord of all to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise




3. For the joy of human love

Brother, sister, parent, child

Friends on earth

And friends above

For a gentle

Thoughts and mild

For a gentle

Thoughts and mild


Lord of all to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn of praise


4. For each perfect gift of thine

To our race so freely given

Graces human and divine

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n

Flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n


Lord of all to thee we raise

This our joyful hymn, 

our joyful hymn of praise

This our joyful hymn of praise




Thanksgiving 

Finally, we offer grateful thanks to our God for the 
fruits of the earth, the down-coming of the rains, 
the ripening warmth of the sun and the seeds and 
fruits of every year.

May we always walk gently upon this earth, in 
right relationship,

•  nurtured by your Love

•  taking only what we need

•  giving back to the earth in gratitude

•  sharing what we have

•  honouring all with reverence

•  reconciling and healing

•  mindful of those who will come after

•  recognising our proper place as part of your 
creation.

Grant us the strength and courage, we pray,

for such radical transformation into your 
Kingdom.

Then we, too, with the very stones will shout, 
“HOSANNA”!




HYMN - For the fruits of His creation 

For the fruits of his creation 
thanks be to God; 
for his gifts to every nation 
thanks be to God;

for the ploughing, sowing, reaping,

silent growth while we are sleeping,

future needs in earth’s safe keeping,

thanks be to God.

 

In the just reward of labour, 
God’s will is done; 
in the help we give our neighbour, 
God’s will is done; 
in our worldwide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God’s will is done.

 

For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God; 
for the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God; 



for the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, 
thanks be to God.


Blessing 

May the Father, who fed his children with bread 
and honey in the wilderness, strengthen you in 
your pilgrimage to the Promised Land. 

Amen. 
May the Son, who gave his flesh for food and his 
blood for drink, keep you in eternal life and raise 
you up on the last day. 

Amen. 
May the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth,

help you discern the Lord’s body and empower 
you to proclaim his death until he comes.

Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and those 
you love today and always.

Amen. 


